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Phoreus™ Cherokee

n the summer of 2011, Roy Boney Jr. and Joseph Erb from the
ILanguage Technology Office of the Cherokee Nation in Tahle-

quah, Oklahoma, spoke at a type conference about their efforts
to integrate the Cherokee language into current communications
technology. They finished with an earnest request to type designers
to create Cherokee typefaces, since new digital types are required to
build the resources they need to preserve their language and culture.

I heeded the call and began by choosing a Latin design already in
progress as the proportional basis for the 85 glyphs of the Cherokee
syllabary. The first phase of development involved reading most of
the available research into the historical aspects of the syllabary,
an analysis of the existing types, and making form studies from
manuscript images provided by the Cherokee Nation and the James
Mooney manuscript collection of the Smithsonian Institution.

Since there were no useable multi-weight Cherokee type fami-
lies at the time of their presentation, my initial strategy was to
create a family of upright fonts in various weights. But during the
process, I asked what they thought of my creating an italic - not just
an oblique, but a real cursive italic inspired by Cherokee handwrit-
ing. With their encouragement, I researched and culled the forms I
needed from almost 180 years of manuscripts. The result - the first
Cherokee cursive italic typeface design - was given a very positive
evaluation by the Language Technology Office.

In recent years, the Cherokee Nation has also specified a lower-
case for the syllabary and I designed these glyphs for Phoreus in
2015, making Phoreus Cherokee (v.2) the first full typeface family
which contains the new Cherokee lowercase.

Despite the popularity of its Latin complement amongst non-
Cherokee users, Phoreus Cherokee was produced primarily for use
in the Cherokee language. Its distinct and uncomplicated forms are
particularly suited to very young readers - a primary target audience
in language preservation.

The name Phoreus is the ancient Greek word for bearer or carrier
and could refer to type (and the Cherokee syllabary) as a vehicle of
language and visual culture.
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Trewy TVaT.
CPRADF® RWI JFWOY C’GRLZ GPHWJI GCBP GCOPAR AAERRT.
DRCWY E&CR@VI FEGDOWO QhdFf® ¥G TGO DBOD COP
SWiY BAG IFWOY KERY. IL ¥YG DVYDRDY DFWA SFY hfi
DRB® A0t 0y, D6°Cv, IRKG DI DS BZP6" LGADE", ODY CGRA
DFWA TY KTDAA OLIB JAF TEGT DS CVAG TFPT TY. TGZ JL¥B
AAPDW O, TELE R kR TF C6(widd Td6 /1 IJPT, 60Y DhBOD
FCWIO BRY 16°/1%. TGTLPb JOLZPI, DEWA TGPDVI TGDJI
CLYd 90 PR LAY JDLELALDI CYGPL. DB JrFIA4 JSAVI VIVPR
JDELALDI DS DSDJ JhPY ERADOIHAVA GVPAvs. DSW DLAPRY
CEGP hA TV TERCWY, hfi HD6” TCGAA G Rdd G LPIb. AP
ALCIRDI CEGP GC CPGA JYGhYDI, RPOE 6 Gvidd THD LIS,
JdRFBWC BRDLLDY DAL TCLAVI C6Cvdd THDLEPALDIA.
DhJY DRBORD GLEGDLY DVYDRE, hAZ TRCWY AD (WLLT BSDJ
AVYRDA TEADJI CEGP, hfd DhdFfB DS DhEB SGAJ LB
CAGDA, IhDEPI AD DVYDAET.

DBLIGY DS GC¥Dh

ADZ 2P © OYDHh DS DBLLGDY OOCAT. TSLZ DhZPodE cdAYL
4ld OO0VALT. DhiTZ DhZP0dE DYE°SO, klVY KOOk ChZPodA
©TPALALT. OUBE Godd DhiT ChZPPT AD. dO©6ADIAZ ChZPP HD
GThW. ADZ ®ZPcdY © OYLh DS DBLLGDY TEWH SOLGET.

AAYZ KRR DAWPG DAPT. hARAZ DRhZ&HPVP ISCL EA. TBLWH2Z
EodT DS UGP LhAAPT, TBL&HZ kodS DE dLSOVL ATedId TOF RET.

YDz ¢aYa AD DhIC DOT4 »Oh SELPB O'Hcd6” DS OVAA kR,
062 DOTR dWO JADLD Ovd SSWEB OChG6E’P? TOL WO ShE OvA SST.
YUGPZ AEGHDA TYL ERY. Ol DS ORbDY k4 TOL. JOSODVA SO4S
DhJC. AToddZ d67 O'SPodk, AD TOL.

TS DYAbdb, SO4dT. RPD0d TodDYhAD AT'cdI DYYedA kodT DS UGP
wY TSkE®DS. DGLCRYL TAPdDWO, 0d6760SLoDY BY. ASi& ATodA 0dLE"NL
OYV& TST Tod6%0dSP TS& TAAL, SO4d AD TOL.

Phoreus Cherokee

RVA dWEWDEL CZP¥Y0vA GIRT Dh

JACULIAGT OCI® OSAJ OIPAOLb AD &Y OPT kSOhA LEAPAUAPSAP icdYhO 6D

8P RABWD TYD4Z Db® TC:WA4 LS cdYRDE’L dLNUT SAPWD ADD TST ORGJL SVi
ED/AToOL AD HYOLT KSWA ERY ©00YO DodS® 9LASE” DYSGYD ERRY ©00YO DodSD
16G RVA RRY DhUb DhCYZ EThlOO®B 60dY DodSBE®L FRY Dh RodSh OQVAA

TY DhYb dk&odVUI ALOWOLT TY Dhd RodSh DJ dU kLhLlhtOB O 600w DEAVU
TGPWOLA TY AQPZ JbOed6” hERO ERY AD DodS®D ORGJIL ADZ BV'® KERT JOLOWC
ERY AD BV'® VOOPOIT U CWY JAPBI VOOHIWOLY 60dY TST OLhAT QPOWhVAY
BV® hAAA TORD OC TST RVA kRY iLZ OD SZHAPVA wE4T SVADYh QodJLOV
DAPBTVA BRY iLZ ©d® LOG RVA BE4T 600YO bV'®D HDDYh ORGSAL 6AA DEY
ER KAIA TY O E®AC kR 6AG DhUDb dhodv1SA0uA @ShZAY CWY OWI TBT &ALPL
SOPAYRY 6AG ©ChMC AD CORGJL LLIANEG iDRMY DOJUDET DS OYhoDY A0L0v
ikRY ©AGT ©00YW TST D4 EhER hSkhb ikW.

Drewy — DhdoUbZ kLhl®8T GRGSL SVR DYSGY k4T LOG
RVA DEAVUI k4T TAS SVi h91Z6 DY DhKT SkhdT Dh-YSGY
(6SGY) DS SEh®INSAPT DhZAPVRD TOL EhG6°PT ODYO
DhCWY DJ SOPST D4Z SEh® DhCWY 60dYO 9PRDWhVW
OO6SGIY 6@ TOLCUAT DhSSGY 6@ JRAMO4T DhGUb Oy
OhRT DhGUD DS ORGJE LLINL 6D O OhRT RZM N&O k4T
FAMBRT DhGYb TdWH® TS® »HY Jbhk&4T DhGUB DJ D&b
AY 8S® DhG®ET OuP DAET B® GATRA ChOGSPT © Dh JATR
SVR®J OO6ANT WPA kR G48CiA OhS6°64T ® DhZ UMhEB
SVR®DJ OO6AT KT/A kR OhdTdJ LOW Dh @i OQG ShAPT
DhZ LOVA SVR®IT TO6AT.

SV6°Z QEOGRT CE®GH Ch JODI® DJ OY dI
A008SY hSVPRT ©Y ity OBPT OSPE TUS OdY kOOUb®
DhCWY DhodlPT TEOSO OOVPT, ORYZ ity JhPY SPKST ©dY
it& CWYA DBPT QOhE®@GRT ChE®GA SESCCAL DEODD
RodSh dOCGOWOLOLT TAAG KERT. i§Z DBP RLDIT OBPT A
ALCEAWOT ORY DZPDY TAOhT TAAG CALT I156 JODIOT
0835y, 1880 hSO4PT, 6dYZ i56 6hkodd SV LCGDET SSMZL
OYZ TEAT 8L hdkk/AT i56 GRLh, D& JOhEET DS WhT
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DBLIG®Y DJ OYbh

ADZ ©2ZPd> © CYbh DS DBLLGodY GOCAT. TSLZ DhZPodE odAYL QLS
©0vAIT. DhiTZ DhZPIE AY6S6, kLVY EOOVAIT. O¥AE Godd DhiT
ChZPPT AD. d66°AcdJZ ChZPP AD CThW. ADZ ©ZPdY 6 OYLh DS
DBLIGDY TEA SOLGEGT.

AAYZ KER DhWPd> DAPT. hABAZ DhZdPVP ASCL EA. TBLHZ hodT
DJ UGP LhAAPT, TBLHZ hodd DS JLEOTL ATodA TOR RET.

YDz ¢Gya AD DhdC DOT4 ®h SELPB CHRodE” DS OVAA kR, 062
DOTR dWO JADLD Ovd SSWEB OVAGE’P? TOL OW6E ShE OvA SST. UGPZ
AEGBJ TYL kRY. O6#l DS GARBAY k4 TOL. dOSODVI SO4JS DhJC.
ATodaZ 36°d OSPeDE, AD TOL.

Ts DYAbd, SO44T. RPDd TodYhA®D ATdI DYedd kedT DS HGP AY
TSh®S. DGLhYL TAPOWS, cdD6°DSPoDY BY. hSi& ATodI dLEWIL OYV S,
TST Tod6°dSP TS& TAARL, S©44 AD TOL.

THUNDER AND THE UK'TEN’

This is the story of when an Uk’ten’ and Thunder had a fight. Some
people tell it a little bit different. When I hear other people tell it,
sometimes it (their version) seems better. This one (version) I know
is a little bit similar (to the version of Yansa) and others have told it
before. The older men used to tell this one (version). This one tells
about how the Uk’ten’ and Thunder found each other.

In older times there were two boys. They used to hunt all the
time with bows and arrows. Sometimes they killed birds and squir-
rels, sometimes rabbits and many (other) small animals.

Once the two boys were walking in a deep valley where it was
very rugged and rocky. As they were walking among big rocky crags,
they found a large snake lying upon a rock. This snake was very lean
and hungry. He told the boys to stop, that he wanted to ask them
something.

“I'm very hungry,” he said to them. “Would you find me some
food? I'll eat birds or squirrels. When I become strong again, you can
use me, or I'll help you in whatever you are doing in any way that I
can for as long as we live”
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An Acoustic Serenade

Don’t miss the $10 and $50 gift cards at the check-out
The Italian Edge: A Complete Guide to Pasta

The Atomic Cafe

Check out the tasty meals and fun puzzles in our children’s menu

The Gadget & Toy Emporium

One day, Richard the Rabbit was walking down a dark forest path

A Night on the Town

LAKESIDE BED & BREAKFAST

All athletic shoes are available in the sizes 8 to 20 in 39 colors

Adventure Tours
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Phoreus™ Cherokee * Glyph Complement

RDWEGOQPNIYABPOHMAEADOIW
BRAAWATAIY4ICPOUILZOCRhSV
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[Small caps]

RDWEGOSQPNIYNHDBEPHMETOIWBALWATAD
Y4ICPOQUIZOC.RhSVELE®TOBLMIKNVAOG
GVIE6SSCIiOVDBTFTVPIHLODGIALGRSUMEGL1234
567890% ¢ €¥£f%%o({[?!/1})

Characters under the dotted line are accessible only through OpenType-sensitive
applications and the glyph palettes of certain font management utilities.

Phoreus™ Cherokee - Specifications & Family Styles

Designer: Mark Jamra

Copyright Registration Number: TX 7-775-476

Formats: CFF (PostScript) OpenType, TrueType (web fonts)

Family members: Light, Light Italic, Regular, Italic, Semibold,
Semibold Italic, Bold, Bold Italic

Supported Codepages:

MacOS Roman MS Windows 1252 Western

Supported Languages:

Cherokee, Danish, Dutch, English, Esperanto, Estonian, Finnish, French, German,
Icelandic, Italian, Luxembourgish, Manx, Norwegian (Bokmal), Norwegian (Nynorsk),
Portuguese, Rhaeto-Romanic, Spanish, Swedish.

OpenType Features:

liga Ligatures
smep Small Caps
sups Superiors
FTAC. it Fractions

This specimen was set in Phoreus Cherokee. Thunder and the Uk’ten’ by Willie
Chopper, with translation by the Cherokee Bilingual Program, Tahlequah, OK.
Cherokee Nation Newsletter, September 5, 1972.

Light Light Italic
Regular Italic
Semibold Semibold Italic
Bold Bold Italic

The Phoreus Cherokee family is available as web fonts at

Adobe Typekit



